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1 . STAFFDEL WILLIAM RICHARDSON, ACCOMPANIED BY CHARGE, 
CALLED ON FONMIN KIFLE WODAJO DEC 13. DURING COURSE OF 
45-MINUTE CONVERSATION , KIFLE WAS GENERALLY FORTHCOMING 
AND RELAXED, ALTHOUGH HE OFTEN CHOSE HIS WORDS CAREFULLY. 
CONVERSATION COVERED BROAD RANGE OF TOPICS INCLUDING 

U S -ETHIOPIAN BILATERAL RELATIONS, RELATIONS WITH SOCIALIST 
COUNTIRES, TFAI (BEING REPORTED SEPTEL), US MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE, ERITREA AND HUMAN RIGHTS. 

2. RICHARDSON OPENED CONVERSATION BY ASKING KIFLE FOR 
HIS ASSESSMENT OF US-ETHIOPIAN BILATERAL RELATIONS. 

KIFLE FIRST EXPRESSED REGRET THAT SENATOR CLARK HAD 
NOT BEEN ABLE VISIT ADDIS. HE NOTED THAT ONLY TIME 
AVAILABLE TO SENATOR WOULD HAVE COINCIDED WITH OR 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWED AFRO-ASIAN PEOPLE'S SOLID ARTIY 
(AAPSO) MEETING IN ADDIS IN LATE OCTOBER-ERALY NOVEMBER 
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IN SUPPORT OF PEOPLES OF SOUTHERN AFRICA, AND EPMG 
DID NOT BELIEVE THIS WOULD HAVE BEEN BEST TIME FOR 
USEFUL VISIT. NO OTHER TIME, HOVERER, WAS SUITABLE 
FOR SENATOR CLARK. HE THEN WENT ON TO SAY THAT 
THERE HAD BEEN UNDENIABLE "TRANSFORMATION" IN OUR 
BILATERAL RELATIONS. BOTH SIDES HAD BEEN LOOKING AT 
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THE FORMER RELATIONSHIP AND SOME ADJUSTMENTS HAD BEEN 
MADE, WHCIH, ON THE WHOLE WERE SATISFACTORY. US HAD 
DEMONSTRATED UNDERSTANDING OF IMPLICATION OF CHANGES 
IN ETHIOPIA, HAD SHOWN NATURITY, AND ITS "PROFESSIONALS" 
HAD BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN BRINGING ABOUT THIS DEVELOP 
MENT. 

3. ASKED HOW HE SAW THE DEVELOPMENT OF EXPENDING 
FOREIGN RELATIONS, E.G., THOSE WITH USSR, KIFLE REPLIED 
THAT IN PAST, ETHIOPIA HAD A TRADITIONAL IMBALANCE IN 
ITS EXTERANL RELATIONS IN FAVOR OF WEST. SINCE BEGIN- 
NING OF REVOLUTION, ETHIOPIA HAD SOUTHT TO DIVERSIFY 
THESE RELATIONS, PARTICULARLY ECONOMIC AND TRADE, AND 
TO "RESTOR" IMBALANCE WITH SOCIALIST COUNTRIES. THIS, 
HOWEVER, DID NOT MEAN ETHIOPIA BY THIS PROCESS WAS 
REPLACING ITS RELATIONS WITH OTHERS. SPECIFICALLY 
ASKED ABOUT MILITARY RELATIONS WITH USSR, HE RESTRICTED 
HIS REPLY TO SAYING ETHIOPIANS SOUGHT BALANCED RELA- 
TIONS IN AS MANY AREAS AS POSSIBLE. 

4. TURNING TO US MILITARY ASSISTANCE, KIFLE WAS 
ASKED WHETHER US SHOULD ATTACH ANY SIGNIFICANCE TO 
EPMG'S RECENT DOUBLE REJECTION OF FMS CREDIT OFFERS. 

KIFLE SAID TERMS OF OFFERS WERE NOT ACCEPTABLE. EPMG 
HAD HOPED FOR CONCESSIONAL RATES. WE SHOULD NOT ATTACH 
ANY OTHER MEANING TO EPMG'S REJECTION. 

5. WAS KIFLE OPTIMISTIC ABOUT SOLUTION TO ERITREAN 
PROBLEM? KIFLE SAID THERE WAS NOT SUFFICIENT COHESION 
AMONG INSURGENTS AND THEREFORE A LACK OF IDENTITY OF 
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VIEWS TO MEET EPMG INITIATIVES. ERITREA WAS A DIFF- 
CULT PROBLEM. OTHER COUNTRIES WERE INVOLVED (HE 
MENTIONED IRAQ AND SYRIA SPECIFICALLY). THEY WERE 
HELPING INSURGENTS AND INTERFERING WITH A PEACEFUL 
SOLUTION. IRAQ AND SYRIA WERE "IDEOLOGICAL EXPEORTERS" 

- THEY WERE ATTEMPTING TO EXPORT BAATHIST PHILOSOPHY 
TO AFRICA. 

6. AS FINAL NOTE, RICHARDSON NOTED CURRENT CONGRES- 
SIONAL INTEREST IN HUMAN RIGHTS IN CONNECTION WITH 
EXONOMIC AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE. HE INDICATED HE 
WAS UNAWARE WHETHER THE CONGRESS WOULD APPLY THE 
TWO HUMAN RIGHTS PROVISIONS TO ETHIOPIA. KIFLE SAID 
HE WAS AWARE OF PROVISIONS OF RECENT US LEGISLATION 
WHICH HAD BEEN BROUGHT TO EPMG'S ATTENTION. HE HOPED 
USG, AFTER THOUGHTFUL APPRECIATION OF REVOLUTIONARY 
SITUATIONS, WOULD NOT FIND IT NECESSARY TO APPLY THEM 
TO ETHIOPIA. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


7. DID KIFLE HAVE ANY THOUGHTS FOR NEW ADMINISTRATION? 
AFTER COMMENTING THAT HE HAD CONSIDERABLE DIFFICULTY 
ADVISING HIS OWN GOVERNMENT, HE SAID HE HOPED NEW 
ADMINISTRATION WOULD CONTINIUE TO BENEFIT FORM ADVICE 
OF PROFESSIONAL PEOPLE (AMBASSADOR HUMMEL FOR EXAMPLE 
HAD DONE SUPERB IOB), WOULD NOT OVERREACT, AND WOULD 
ACT WITH ETHIOPIANS TO KEEP PROBLEMS WITHIN REASONABLE 
BOUNDS. KIFLE REGRETTED THAT RICHARDSON HAD NOT BEE 
ABLE TO SEE ANY DIRG MEMBER BUT SAID THEY HAD BEEN 
COMPLETELY TIED UP FOR SOME TIME. HE HIMSELF HAD BEEN 
ABEL SEE CHAIRMAN ONLY ONCE SINCE HIS MOST RECENT 
RETURN FROM NEW YORK (END OF NOVEMBER). 

8. RICHARDSON REQUESTS THAT COPY OF THIS 
TELEGRAM BE FORWARDED TO HIM WASHINGTON BY DEPT. 
TIENKEN 
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